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which were connected by the fortified gallery-passage,
through the Region of Borgo, called Lo Andare; and the
bearing of arms within the presence of royalty was, at all
times, and in all courts, a capital crime. Duke Cesare as •
Generalissimo was responsible for the maintenance of
order; and he was no laggard in any official capacity. If
then, the truth of the stabbing on the steps of St. Peter's
and the strangulation in the Borgia Tower be granted, they
might be defended as an execution of the death-penalty pn>'
scribed for a breach of the law, such as the fiery Neapolitan
prince is extremely likely to have committed. Royal or pa-
trician criminals were frequently done to death in private,
by quasi-assassination, to avoid the degradation of the touch
of the public carnef ex.
Again, granting the said stabbing and strangling, and
regarding them as an act of private vengeance on the part
of Duke Cesare against the prince; it should be remembered
that people had the custom of defending their lives by
slaughtering an enemy who set archers to shoot at them i\\
the garden.
But, during the pontificate of the Lord Julius P.P. 1}
(Giuliano della Rovere) the eternal enemy of the House ol
Borgia, (whose not mean portrait by Messer Rafaele Sanzia
da Urbino may be seen at the National Gallery,) the cap'
tain Don Michelotto, who is supposed to have strangled th$
Prince of Bisceglia by order of Duke Cesare, was seized
and put to the Question in the usual manner. It was at-
tempted to find out, by means of this rigour, the truth about
the various crimes which he was said to have committed for
his master; and particularly the murder of Prince Don
Alonso. But although he was in the hands of a ruthless
despot, who legally could have broiled him alive like a
forger or could have broken with iron bars every bone of
every limb of his body on the Wheel, with none to hinder,
Don Michelotto soon was set at liberty as having given no
evidence of guilt, either on his own part or of that of Duke

